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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Those claims recite "the fed-in fluid" which is 
construed to be indefinite because it lacks a positive antecedent basis from an earlier 
recitation in the claims. Reciting "a fed-in fluid" would over come this rejection. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Those claims recite "the fed-in fluid" which is 
construed to be indefinite because it lacks a positive antecedent basis from an earlier 
recitation in the claims. Reciting "a fed-in fluid" would over come this rejection. 
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The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1 and 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kamikawa (US 5,369,891 ). The claims are reasonably and broadly construed, in light of 
the accompanying specification, as being disclosed by Kamikawa as comprising: 

preparing a space which is essentially enclosed by a container and has a 
wafer/hybrid holding device which is located therein and has the purpose of holding 
a semiconductor wafer and/or hybrid (column 3 lines 18-30); and 

conducting a dry fluid through the wafer/hybrid holding device in order to 
temperature regulate the wafer/hybrid holding device (column 3 lines 44-55); 

the fed-in fluid being conducted into said wafer/hybrid holding device from 
outside the space via a first line (figure 3); 

wherein at least a portion of the fluid having left the wafer/hybrid holding device is 
used to condition the atmosphere within the space (column 4 lines 10-39); 

wherein the portion is firstly temperature regulated outside the space and then 
conducted back into the space via a further line (column 4 lines 54-60); 

wherein the portion is temperature regulated by being used for precooling the 
fed-in fluid in a heat exchanger out side the space, before being allowed to flow out 
within the space (column 5 lines 1-16 and column 5 lines 4-42). Kamikawa also 
discloses the claimed portion is firstly heat-treated and then allowed to flow out within 
the space (column 3 line 45), characterized in that the portion is heat-treated outside the 
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space and then fed back to the space (figure 2), characterized in that the portion is 
allowed to flow out within the space directly after it leaves the wafer/hybrid holding 
device (figure 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yagi 
et al. (US 6,473,993) in view of Kamikawa. The claims are reasonably and broadly 
construed, in light of the accompanying specification, as being disclosed by Yagi as 
comprising: 

preparing a space which is essentially enclosed by a container and has a 
wafer/hybrid holding device which is located therein and has the purpose of holding 
a semiconductor wafer and/or hybrid (column 3 lines 10-70); and 

conducting a dry fluid through the wafer/hybrid holding device in order to 
temperature regulate the wafer/hybrid holding device (column 3 lines 27-49); 

the fed-in fluid being conducted into said wafer/hybrid holding device from 
outside the space via a first line (column 3 lines 50-65); 

wherein at least a portion of the fluid having left the wafer/hybrid holding device is 
used to condition the atmosphere within the space (column 3 line 66 through column 4 
line 12). Yagi also discloses the claimed at least one of the first and second portions 
can be regulated in terms of flow rate and heat treated portion that is used for 
precooling the fluid, outside the space before said portion is allowed to flow out within 
the space at column 4 lines 26-53). Yagi discloses the claimed invention, except for the 
claimed steps wherein the portion is firstly temperature regulated outside the space and 
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then conducted back into the space via a further line and wherein the portion is 
temperature regulated by being used for precooling the fed-in fluid in a heat exchanger 
out side the space, before being allowed to flow out within the space. Kamikawa, 
another semiconductor/wafer conditioning device, discloses wherein the portion is firstly 
temperature regulated outside the space and then conducted back into the space via a 
further line (column 4 lines 54-60) and wherein the portion is temperature regulated by 
being used for precooling the fed-in fluid in a heat exchanger out side the space, before 
being allowed to flow out within the space (column 5 lines 1 -1 6 and column 5 lines 4- 
42). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide the teachings of 
Yagi, with the disclosed features, disclosed in Kamikawa, for the purpose of providing 
an efficient and cost effect means of controlling temperature and flow. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3-19 and 21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Since claims 9-21 are withdrawn, they are not examined on the merits. 

Conclusion 

Other prior art references cited with this action disclose one or more features of 
the claimed invention, but are not relied upon in rejecting the claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Gravini whose telephone number is 571 272 
4875. The examiner can normally be reached on normal weekday business hours (east 
coast time). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/51 1 ,335 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3743 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kenneth B. Rinehart can be reached on 571 272 4881 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen Gravini/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3743 



